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The military airfield located at tho northern perino tor of Ro s to v-m-Donu. 
(h7°l!?' l H/39 0 $3 9 3) f Rostov Oblast* v;as bordered by the Seim eh Plant on 
the eant and' by a railroad track on the couth » The lending field* which 
v/ao turf* had no rnray* It was noticed during construction work that the 
subsoil ^ater level was 10 meters below the surface® 


Buildings and installations observed included : destroyed hangars* 
an Adcock DF station consisting of a hut fitted Tilth a circul.ar triple DF 
franc and four radio towers arranged in a square in the western section 
of tho field; a stationary ground radio station consisting of a hut with 
two roasts and a T-antenna in tho southern fiold section* and an ultra 
short wave radio installation* 1 A o •. '-.v; g, 

Tho field was occupied by 80 to 0 sin/lo-oncine Spitfires and Hurricane ' ||f 
fighters* which wore parked without camouflage along the. railroad track-; -A- 
on tho southern edge of tho field® Tho Spitfire was a loaning no noplane 
with an in-line engine * elliptical . wings * landing gear retracting • outward . . 
and a tail wheel® 

Pianos flow only in clear weather * 'fhe y landed and took off in groups of 
two or. five o Formation flying was practiced in throe groups of four pianos 
each® hhen firing at tow targets ^jvas practiced* groups of four Pianos 
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would approach the target- then split up in elements of two before 
stocking x: ja zvidua If y * wnly invlvid\u;l take— ofia and landings wore 
obs ..rved at night* donition lumps wore set at night* for night firing 
practice the air alcoves, wore lighted h y rearelilights* Jot aircraft 
were never observed * 


A sort of air force ordnance tit 
'dorks on the south wee located 


;ot border in;; on the Rostov hechauical 
south, of the field and south of the 
hi -It nay to iJovoc.noricask (1* ?°2/j, , TJ/!+0°06 8 K ) «. aircraft on ;i;ies were once 
observed being unloaded there. In-line and douMo~row radial engines 
for fi filter aircraft were soon* The area was heavily .{guarded* 


6o I ho Rostov military airfield res free iron obstacles on the north, west 
and northeast* The landing field, which was 1 j x 2} kn, had a scanty 
grass cover and a fim subsoil,, itvrvays or taxiways were not available* 
The field, which was slightly slopin : iron oast to west, had a railroad 
connection* 


7- Buildings and installations at the fiold included* A destroyed hangar 


yet c oriole ted in 19h9 


o five-story barracks building, 20 x?.Q no tor 

but partially occupied; a former school servin'; as quarters $ a t. 7 o-etory 
administration bar Iding also housing the weather station; an old wooden 
building rj it!: a device consisting of several tube francs o:i its side, 
possibly a rauar cot, since it was operated by ail:' force soldiers ; 
tvo new warehouses designated das Uclad; and a stand for the adjusting of 
fighter aircraft .armament* In the evening the weather station was observed 
determining the ceiling of clouds by means of 11 ghtboan projectors* Small 
balloons used for the measuring of wind,, and other balloons about 2 motors 
in diameter with small wvoodon boxes attached to then, prosurobly radio 
sondes, vioro also seen* 


8* dnly air force soldiers were seen at the fields The Uealquartors of the unit 
was quartered in the ! arracks building, while the flying personal* about 
dO officers ranking from junior lieutenant to captain, were quartered in 
small apartment houses south of the field « The ground unit of about 100 me., 
was quartered in the former school building, The corauendor was a rpnoral* 
about years of ago, wearing a brown uniform with li ht-Vlue collar pat- 
ches and blue general's stripes on his trousers* 


aircraft parked -in several rows on the southern edge 
about 2d single-seater spitfire fighters, about five 
fighters, ID two-seater i ipl nes, -.nd sloe two-se .tor 
design* The latter craft had. double-row radial an iue 
and HlGA. cov/lings, tbirao- v laded metal propellers wi 
wing tips straight, plexiglass cabins, 


of the field included 
s in le-soa tor I Inrr icar e 
pianos of a ’soviet 
s with a - out lit cyliac ;r 
th co n try 11a bio >1 tc • i 


landin ' gear retracting inward * The 
craft had several fixed v/oapoas and a:i ausziliary fuel tank fitted 1 etwcon 
the landing gear* Tlie aircraft landed with >nt r jloasing the fuel tank » 

Two aircraft observed ha.,: their propeller hubs pa inted' differently, rod, 
blue and white hubs being noted* 


IDe Day flying was done only when the cloud coiling was not below 200 to 2.90 

meters and visibility- was not loss t'mn 2 k.=* At night flying was, conductor, 
only when visibility va., "ood an" the clou" coiling was hi *!u The aircraft 
wore refueled from three or four AH; tank trucks which had .a capacity of 
2 j cubic motors,, hochanical putipo were not available* Aviation gasoline wn ; 
shipped to the airfield by rail* The refueling of aircraft' took about 13 
rdnutes* It is believed that the aircraft engines wurw started cold in bowh 
winter and summer,, at -the parking site the pianos would run at medium speer 
for four to five minutes and would then bo cut off again after a short run 
up* In winter » whan it was very cold* the engines were preheated before 
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being- started* During this operation * ho on Inc "./a,., cov red with a 
tarpaulin*, Trio typos of preheaters tiers used , one on old Darn, an 
foiir-vilioelod cart with a liorisontal holler , a a: mil tuo-ctroko motor 
and two hose couplings, and a Doviet triable one * This b evict set 
funo-tioriod like a blowtorch* The ,jot of hot air -/as conducted, along 
the aircraft ongiio under its tarpaulin cover* 1 wi re not -as installed 
forvaiH of the flane as a precaution against fire P | | 


11* Initial pilot training was done with hipl.mos, which were used for local 
flights and acrobatics* Parachutists equipped with dou* le— parachutes 
jumped fron Hie biplanes while thoy were flying at an altitude of about 
COO meters* It is believed that this mrachutihg was part of the pilot 
training* local fli pits were made with tho two-seater fi -filters, the student 
pilot loin:: assisted by the flight instructor* The Spitfire and hurricane 
fihtors were used for solo fli pits by pilots retrained for the fly ins of 
lighter aircraft* fly in g in fo motions of 2, and a; out 27 was also ob- 
served* I he pianos took off in formations* distance and interval fron air- 
craft to aircraft in tho flight being about two wing spans, while the in- 
dividual flights wore about 10 wing s >aus a >art* The individual squadrons 
lined up one behind the other at the take-off ooi.vt and then took off in 
formation* the second squadron beginning the take-off run when the first 
one became - ir borne* The individual s iuac! runs wore composed of aircraft of 
all of the tliree types at the field* The command airplane was usually a 
Soviet deni ;n „ Distances and intervals between the aircraft aloft were 
rather large* The formations landed in fli fits* Firing at an air sleeve 
towed by a hpitfire was practiced almost daily, with the tow line about 
20:) motors Ion > +"\u attackin ' planes approached in elements of two fron 
tho rear., The target was attacked individually fron two sides* Then the two 
aircraft assembled and a pproachod again fron the mar* Only individual shotu 
or* bursts of not more than, tliree shots wore fired with tracer a.iuunition* 
Low-level attacks or air- .o-ground firing were not observed* biplanes and 
fighters wore used for night flyi i ■> Only one red obstacle light was seen* 
The landing had a searchlight mounted on a t'*ucl:* At ni 'ht the aircraft too: 
off individually with position lights bumin o Local i'll his wore practiced 
individually or in elements of two* It is believed that the planes landed 
individually* firing at towed air sleeves was also practiced at nighty the 
to, /ing plane f lyin ; without position lights* The air sleeve was lighted by 
two searchlights, presumably with one-meter lens* source believed- that the 
unit stationed at the field was a x'iphtor pilot school* 

12 « The airfield located Just by the side of tho agricultural rm chine factory 
was bordered by an engineer. equipment park on the south* The field ;as being 
improved continually „ | ~ ~ | an ea staves t runway was 

to be concreted*. The level landing field measured 1,000x1,533 motors* 
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13 o Throe large corrugated sheet metal hangars wore located i:i tho eastern section 
of the field, while the OF station was la its northeastern corner * 


liu Loro than 10) single-on jiue fig! iters, i \ addition to some biplanes* were 

stationed at the field* Training flig’rtc and individual parachuting wo re scon. 


1C, From 103 to ICO single-engine fighters viore stationed at tlio pilitniy airfield 
near the Lclnosh railroad station* Tho planes v/orc parked in two rows niori; 
tho southern edge of tho field*. 


16* During the day 20 fig! iters v re usually aloft at the same time* firi ig 


towed air sleeves was practiced at 


aircraft !iac "lositi on ladii:: 
one or several senrehli hts 


nnc. rrj 
*he jos if ion o: 


vt* At night tho attacking 
the air sleeves was shown 1 
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